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Supporting Family After a Child Dies
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Chapter Leaders: William and Millie Hunton 504-265-0581 Email address: tcfnola@gmail.com

SAVE THE DATE!!
ANNUAL MEMORIAL WALK & AUCTION
Saturday, September 19, 2026 - See Page 3
Looking for Gift Baskets — Auction Items — Gift Cards
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LAYERS OF SOFTER PAIN

Often in our support group meetings, I have shared that one day our pain
grows softer, and as I look around the circle of new or fairly new attendees,
I see the looks of absolute disbelief on their faces. I believe most of us who
are grieving the death of a loved one, whether a child, sibling, spouse,
parent, friend, or other family member, have a very hard time with
accepting, and often allowing, that the pain will grow softer one day. It
seems to us that if it does grow softer our love is weaker. I can tell you that
never happens and our loved ones would want a softening of our pain for
us. They would want us to one day rebuild our lives in our “new normal”
state and to not suffer as agonizingly as in the beginning...
See Page 4 — SOFTER PAIN
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Gift Card Challenge

The winner will receive a beautiful basket filled with butterflies,
wine, and a cruise for two on the Delta Queen, altogether

totaled over $150
See Page 3
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BIRTHDAY RECOGNITION: Birthdays can be found on “Our Children
Remembered” page. We do encourage both you and your family to come when
it is your child’s birthday month, to share your child with all of us with photos
and memories. You will receive a special birthday gift in memory of your child.
Bring that treasured picture of your child that always makes you smile so we may
smile with you. The May Birthday Cake was co-sponsored by Stacie Coates in

NEXT MONTHLY MEETING:
May 11, 2026

Lafreniere Park Foundation
Center Conference Room

7:00—9:00 pm
2" Monday of every month
UPCOMING MEETINGS:
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REGIONAL COORDINATOR
William Hunton
504-251-1938
tcfnola@gmail.com

NATIONAL OFFICE

The Compassionate Friends
48660 Pontiac Trail # 930808
Wixom, MI 48393

nationaloffice@compassionatefriends.org
www.compassionatefriends.org
877-969-0010

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Butterfly Release
April 11, 2026 — held in the Children’s
Memorial Garden in Lafreniere Park

Memorial Walk and Auction

September 19, 2026 — held in the Children’s
Memorial Garden in Lafreniere Park

WorldWide Candle Lighting
December 13, 2026— Held in the VFW Post
3267, 1133 Hickory Ave., Harahan.

memory of brother, Robert “Bobby” Joseph Coates, Jr., and also co-sponsored by Debbie Glory-Maxwell in memory of
her daughter, Christina Margiotta Schnell. The June Birthday Cake will be sponsored by Jaimie Kimball in memory of

her sister, Jenny Kimball.
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Father’s Day can hold both pride and pain, For fathers whose children are missed beyond words, Yet loved
beyond measure. To grieving fathers: your child’s story lives on, In the love you still carry each day, And in the father

you will always be.

By William Hunton, Chelsea’s dad.
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The mission of The Compassionate Friends is to assist families toward the positive resolution of grief
following the death of a child of any age and to provide information to help others be supportive.




Our Monthly Meetings

To all those newly bereaved, who are receiving this newsletter
for the first time and to all our Compassionate Friends, we wish
you were not eligible to belong to this group, but we want you to
know that you and your family have many friends. We, who
received love and compassion from others in our time of deep
sorrow, now wish to offer the same support and understanding
to you. Please know we understand, we care, and we want to
help. You are not alone in your grief.

Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month at the
Foundation Center Conference Room in Lafreniere Park at
7:00 P.M. We are a self-sustaining organization with no funds
except what we receive through donations from members and
newsletter recipients. Please join with us at a meeting.

Grief support after the death of a child

The Compassionate Friends is a national non-profit, self-help
support organization that offers friendship, understanding, and
hope to bereaved parents, grandparents and siblings. There is no
religious affiliation and there are no membership dues or fees.

The secret of TCF's success is simple: As seasoned grievers
reach out to the newly bereaved, energy that has been directed
inward begins to flow outward and both are helped to heal.

The vision of The Compassionate Friends is that everyone who
needs us will find us and everyone who finds us will be helped.
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Big Thanks to
Our Steering Committee

Contact:
Phone: (504) 265-0581
Email: tcfnola@gmail.com
www.tcfneworleans.com

1104 Colony Rd, Metairie, LA 70003

Chapter Leader

William Hunton

Chapter Co-Leader

Millie Hunton

Treasurer Isabel Vigne-Miranda
Facilitator Millie Hunton
Newsletter Editor William Hunton
Webmaster Jason Vicari
Database Management Jerrie Vicari
Outreach Committee Dena Peters
Hospitality Jan Dutilh

Memorial Park Director

William Hunton

Memorial Brick Director

Peggy Boardman

Memorial Brick Installer

David Ashton

Steering Committee: William Hunton, Millie Hunton,
Jan Dutilh, Dena Peters, Isabel Miranda-Vigne, Patsy
Ashton, and Christi Vercher.

Regional Coordinator — William Hunton
(504) 251-1938
TCF National (877) 969-0010
www.compassionatefriends.org

The Meeting Agenda
7:00 p.m. - The meeting will begin with a short introduction
followed by lighting of candle and then reading of the Credo.
Remembering our children’s birthdays of the month. Then
followed by smaller groups of sharing.
8:45 p.m. - Meeting will close by recognizing our children’s

names. Feel free to visit with each other and check out a book
from our library.

Newsletter Submissions: TCF Greater New Orleans welcomes all submissions to our newsletter. Send articles, poetry, love
messages and scanned photos to: TCF GNO, 1104 Colony Rd., Metairie, LA 70003. You may also text photos and messages to 504-
251-1938. As our chapter is only funded by your donations, we ask for a donation of $15 or more for a dedication for our newsletter.
This is tax-deductible. We reserve the right to edit for space and/or content. Deadline for submissions is listed below. TCF Chapters
may copy articles from this publication provided credit is given to the author and the original source. Errors and Omissions: Please
notify me if any of your information is incorrect. Thank you!

Newsletter Dedications to be put in our newsletter are due the 20" of each month.

A Newsletter Dedication: is a special page dedicated in memory of your child with a poem or writing that you submit.
A Love Gift: is a short one or two sentence message in your child’s memory.
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' BIRTHDAY CAKE: Our child’s birthday is still such an important day to us bereaved parents. In TCF this is
\Li 7 where we can celebrate our child’s birthday and remember the love we still have for them no matter how long
E it has been since they died. Our members are welcomed to sponsor our cake to recognize their child’s birthday.
Please notify me if you wish to sponsor our Birthday Cake, William Hunton (504) 265-0581.
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TCF Greater New Orleans Memorial Candles and 3” Photo Buttons
We are asking for donations of $20 per candle. Candles will have 3 photos, name, dates, and an LED insert.
We are asking for donations of $5 for each button or $12 for three buttons.
Email Your Child’s Photo to tcfnola@gmail.com or call William Hunton (504) 265-0581 for info.

Candles and/or photo buttons will be delivered to the next meeting if info is received 72 hours before meeting.
Please make checks payable to: TCF — GNO, 1104 Colony Road, Metairie, LA 70003




@ SAVE THE DATE €
Children’s Memorial Walk & Auction
Saturday, September 19, 2026
A Lafreniere Park — Metairie, LA
@ Registration: 8:30 AM | 2 Walk Begins: 10:00 AM Auction to follow at the Foundation Center

The Compassionate Friends invites bereaved families, relatives, friends, and our entire community to come together for a
morning of love, remembrance, and hope. On this day, we will WALK TO REMEMBER every beloved child who has
left this earth too soon — and to show their families they will never be forgotten.

Whether you walk two miles or just a few steps, what matters most is the reason you walk — to honor these precious
children and keep their memories alive.

We will wear race-style bibs, each carrying the name of a child loved beyond measure. Some will walk for their own
child, others for children whose families cannot be present but want their names spoken and remembered.

Every dollar raised through pledges and donations will help our Greater New Orleans Chapter continue its mission —
covering the cost of our monthly newsletter, outreach, and the programs that offer friendship, understanding, and hope
to grieving families.

Your presence that day will be more than an act of support — it will be a promise to every bereaved parent, grandparent,
and sibling that their child’s life and love will always be remembered.

Mark your calendar. Walk with us. Remember with us. Hope with us.
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GIFT CARD CHALLENGE

With our Annual Memorial Walk and Auction less than four months away, we would like to offer all of you a
challenge —a Gift Card Challenge. The winner of this challenge will receive a beautiful basket filled with
butterflies, wine, and a cruise for two on the Delta Queen, altogether totaled over $150.
Here are the rules:
The Gift Card Challenge is open to all TCF-GNO Members
All forms of Gift Cards / Gift Certificates / Gift Letters accepted. (All referred to as Gift Cards.)
Each Gift Card will be considered as one entry for the prize.
The winning entry will be drawn at the Memorial Walk and Auction.
Winner does not need to be present to win.
Entries will include Gift Cards already given and those received No Later Than 09/01/2026.
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YOUR DONATION CAN HELP SO MUCH!

We are reaching out to you today to ask for your help in making this event a success. Your gift — whether a financial
contribution, a gift certificate, or an item for auction — will directly support our chapter’s ongoing work. All donations
are tax-deductible and will be gratefully acknowledged. Checks may be made payable to The Compassionate Friends.

For over 20 years, the Greater New Orleans Chapter has been a safe harbor for grieving families. Your support helps us:
¢ Hold monthly support group meetings where broken hearts find understanding.

e Print and mail our monthly newsletter to over 350 families, health care professionals, and social workers.
e Maintain our serene and beautiful Children’s Memorial Garden in Lafreniere Park — a place of reflection and
love.
¢ Host three annual public events that honor our children: the Butterfly Release, the Children’s Memorial Walk,
and the Worldwide Candle Lighting Ceremony.
Your kindness tells bereaved parents and families that they are not alone — that their child’s memory matters. Together,
we can continue to offer the friendship, understanding, and hope that every grieving heart deserves.
Will you join us in this mission of love and remembrance?

Plan Donations you can make for the Auction. Help us collect baskets.




Continued from Page 1 — SOFTER PAIN

If anyone had told me in the first years, though, after my son, Brian’s death to a homicide, when he was at the
receiving end of two bullets from a robber hell-bent on getting his wallet, that one day I would feel joy again I
would have laughed in their face, claiming NEVER!

Actually, now, many years later, I am grateful for the softer pain and returning joy. If it still all consumed as
horrifically as it did in the first few years, I could not have stood it. It would have literally killed me. Mercifully,
though, as time passed it did soften. No, it did not ever leave, nor did I ever stop missing my son and I will
never get over his loss. Instead, I have gotten on with it. It is incorporated into my new life, always a part of me
just not fully engulfing me as in the beginning. As we have a measure of healing (we never fully recover) the
joy comes in again; that first laugh that catches us off guard, the birth of a new family member/grandchild, a
wedding, or graduation. Yes, each event is bittersweet, always over-shadowed by who no longer is able to share
the events with us, but we can control the focus on the bitter or be grateful for the sweet.

As much time passed instead of the fresh, raw, bleeding pain in my heart, healing began to form protective
layers over my open wound. With more time, more grief work, more acceptance, and many journey gentlers in
my life the layers increased, allowing even more protection and the wound finally began to stop seeping. As it
stopped seeping, a softening of my pain replaced the rawness of that fresh and open wound. It will happen but
not real soon. It takes a lot of time, work, and many steps both forward and back.

The softening of my pain did not however, at any time soften my love. Nothing can ever take away from the
love my son and I shared -and still share- as nothing can take that away from you, those who share the same
painful loss. Embrace that softening of the pain that will one day come to you. It must. Or we would simply
wither up and die from that open wound in our hearts. As you embrace the softening, the love actually becomes
stronger. Nothing, not even death, can ever take away the love... As our wonderful Darcie Sims always says,
“May love be what you remember most.”

“Sorrow comes in great waves ... but it rolls over us and though it may almost smother us it leaves us. And we
know that if it is strong, we are stronger, inasmuch as it passes, and we remain.” Attributed to Henry James.

Story by Beckie Miller, Brian’s mom.
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A FATHER’S UNBROKEN PROMISE

To the world, you were a father for only a short time,

But no amount of time can erase your child's sweet smile.
From their peaceful place in Heaven, they watch over you,
Wrapping your grieving heart today in warm, protective light.
They know the heavy silence that a Father’s Day can bring,
The ache inside your chest for a voice no longer there to sing
They know how much you miss them, how you carry them inside,
With a father’s fierce devotion and a father’s endless pride!!
Though they had to leave before you, their love remains your guide,
Walking softly through your days, forever by your side.

They want to see you breathe again, to find your Strength and Stand
To step into tomorrow with a steady, hopeful hand.

So take a deep breath for them today, let hope begin to rise
Live a life that honors them beneath these earthly skies,

Your journey isn’t over, DAD. You have the strength to fight,
To carry on with courage and walk toward the light.

Bj.’ﬂut/wr@ma Smit/t @eters, TCF GNO Chapter Member, Mother to Erin Peters
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“How brave that our hearts find a way to continue beating even while they’re breaking.” — Liz Newman




NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Trin Peters

June 18, 1996 - October 30, 2016
Happy Heavenly Birthday my Angel

TWENTY YEARS OF GRACE

Ten years have passed since that dark, quiet night,
When your beautiful soul slipped out of our sight.
You were twenty years old, with the world in your hand,
Struggling with burdens we still try to understand.

A decade without you, our brilliant, bright star,

But Erin, we love you right where you are.

We miss how you’d run to the basketball court,
Your grace when you danced, your strength in the sport.
You loved helping others and learning something new,
An endless devotion to all that you do.

Your academic triumphs, each prize and degree
You proudly achieved them, but gave them to me.

I miss your warm hugs and your sweet, tender kiss,
The everyday pieces of you that we miss.

Your dad and your sister hold onto your light,

We weep for you daily, we miss you each night.
We carry you with us in all that we do,

Three broken hearts, still so proud of you.

Until we can hold you and heal from the pain,

Our beautiful Erin, we’ll love you the same.

We méé;?&mw.é’aae and Wiss You!! Mom, Dad, and Sc

Dedication sent in by Author Dena Smith Peters




NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Q;’o FEllie Rae Siddall ;;#

B

: *‘u o June 7, 2022 ~ October 10, 2022 @) uh;, ‘

Ellie,
Happy 4th Birthday Ellie! We miss you more than words can say. Even though we only ﬁaa’ 4 months with
you, we are so grateful the time we did have and all the memories we made in that time. You had the biggest
personality and it up our lives.

We wish more than anything you were here to celebrate your birthday, but we will still celebrate you every
time.

We all love you and there will never be a day we don't think of you.

Happy Birthday Baby Girl,

Love you always, Mom, Dad, z’s’enz‘feq Lucas, ’meéeq and Juy.

Dedication sent in by
Annie Siddall

***************************************************************

NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Jenny Ann Kimball

June 13, 1988 - February 23, 2001

Dear Jenmny, N\ N -
Happy 38 Birthday! It has been a long year. I am busy with work, Thanks for that 6y tﬁe way. G)ac[ stz[[
misses you every day. We still talk about you all the time. Our lives would be so different. I still can’t
believe you have been gone for 25 years now. It still feels like yesterday. I just want you to Rnow I loved
being your sister. Happy 38" Birthday Jen!

XOXO.

Love, Jaimie

6 Dedication sent in by Jaimie Kimball




NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Aubrey Pitre
June 16, 1987 - February 19, 2018
ﬂuﬁ’r@y, my ange[; Awaiting the stars and moon to shine bright, so | that | don’t

have to try anymore today to be strong.

Every day | shed deep, painful tears,

See, my daughter Aubrey, my angel, has gone to heaven and
doesn’t have any more fears.

She has reached solace and is in peace,

Not only being with The Lord Jesus, but all of her worries and
suffering did cease.

| wake up every morning by the fiery rooster’s crow,
Only to hear, | just don’t know, | just don’t know.

I lie in my bed holding my rosary between my hands while
praying,

Rolled up in a ball weeping and laying.

| don’t want to get up, no not yet,

What lies ahead in my empty, lonely day, | fret.

Forci If to ari by My heart is missing a huge piece, so painful, so broken,
oreing ”."yse o'arlse, But I know | will be with Aubrey, my angel, again as Jesus has
| do so with despise. % spoken
My day goes on, so very, very long, % I love and miss you so much Aubrey, my angel,
Momma

P.S., It’s Aubrey’s 39th birthday today. | am a member of a grief group for parents that have lost a child. | wrote this one night as
Aubrey was in my mind, as always. I’'m not to the point of celebration yet, but | have hopes of being there one day.

Dedication sent in by Kathy Perkins
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NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF

&’ Sherrell Ann Gorman
June 20, 1964 - April 23, 2022
Happy Heavenly 62nd Birthday Baby Girl.

I wish you were here to see your great niece Leah, she is so precious. I Rnow it
would delight you to see her suck her thumb just like you did. Nik and Elaine are
doing a great job as new parents—it is truly a pleasure to watch them.

Some of us have new titles as new grandparents and great grandparents. Your
brother is “Grand Stan, Tommy is GG and I retain my “MiMi” status.

Missing you with every breath. I love you more today than yesterday, but not as
much as tomorrow.

Happy Birthday Baby girl,
Love L miss you,
Mom, Stan, Tammy, Nik el Elaine

Dedication sent in by Charlene Gorman




NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF
Jonathan Richard Wallace

January 7, 1981 - June 9, 2003

My Dearest Jonathan

I miss you so much!! Ilove you so much!!
It’s been way too long — 23 years now!! What things are you doing in heaven?

Are you working, singing, playing ball? You loved playing ball here on earth — baseball, football,
basketball!! In what ways are you serving God? I want to know all about your heavenly life!! All
these questions and no answers!! We miss you here on earth, Jonathan, but we know that you’re in a
better place!! One day we will see you again!! We have so much to catch up on, or you may already
know about our lives here on earth. We just have to wait until we see you again. Our hearts still ache
and yearn for you, Jonathan, and we’re holding on to all our memories of you!! We love you so much!!

Thank you for the happiness you brought to our lives!!

Love You Always,

Dedication sent in by Niecy and Stanley Wallace




NEWSLETTER DEDICATION IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Paul Mills
June 27, 1974 ~ April 3, 2021
My Son, My Beautiful Boy

| miss you son. Dearly. | miss our conversations that spilled your knowledge of war and humankind. | miss you
telling me of your boyhood that | missed so much of. Thank you for forgiving me. I'm still so marveled at your
strange quite wit. Even though it was long drives to rehabs and MD appts for your failing liver, your suboxone,
to take you to safety by your sister while you sober up, | was always glad to be near you. And when you were
sober, the car rides allowed me to hear your stories, of wars and of your younger years. You are here as my son
spirit my right wing alongside your sister Ayme, my left wing. | see you often as a monarch and especially as a
dragonfly. Love you dearly my boy. Always and forever.

A kA 5
I miss you dearly! L
Love always, Mom

Dedication sent in by Susan Monroe /}u]}pfé/ﬂ/é’
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THE HEALING CIRCLE OF REMEMBRANCE

In the last meeting as one of our participants was sharing her brother's Angelversary, | became aware of
yet another layer of dealing with the loss of a loved one. At our monthly meetings, we bring photos to set
out and pass around. We start to share a story we've held as a core memory. then as we speak and share,
at some point, we usually break. In the midst of keeping our loved one's destiny heard, the searing pain
that was felt initially rises up in our injured hearts, reminding us, no matter how long we have grieved, loss
of child, grandchild or sibling will suddenly remind us - there are no more memories to be made. No
voice heard calling out our name. No one to run outside to greet nor stand and wave goodbye to with a
'See you later' holler back. Our stories are a way to hold fast remembering the best moments of someone
we dearly love and miss. We sit together each 2nd Monday and know when it is our turn to tell the tale,
we will help one another get through to the end and hopefully go home somewhat lifted, a bit grounded,
and get on with the day. TCF provides a safe harbor to spill our truths and shed our tears. I'm grateful to
be amongst such warriors in grief. We show up and bare our broken hearts as only we can with those who
clearly know our sorrow, our pain. It's an oxymoron of a blessing, a blessing nonetheless.

Story by Susan Monroe, TCF-GNO Chapter Memober,

Bereaved Mother of my beloveds Ayme Mills Hopkins (Aug 30, 72--March 23, '21)
and Paul Mills (June 27, '74 - April 3, '21).




Angel Birthdays

Our Children Remembered

Michele C. Hogan Jun 5 Daughter of Wanda Hogan

Ellie Rae Siddall Jun?7 Daughter of Analyn Siddall

Nathaniel Freedman Jun 8 Son of Robin Freedman

Onzaye Morris Jun 10 Son of Diane Morris; Brother of Nia Woods

Frankie Matto Il Jun 12 Son of Beth O’Neal and Frank Matto, Jr.

Jenny Ann Kimball Jun 13 Sister of Jaimie Kimball

Charlotte McGuire Jun13 Daughter of Sara McGuire

Kimberly Granados Jun 16 Daughter of Howard Lamy

Aubrey Pitre Jun 16 Daughter of Kathy Perkins

Monica Lynn Savoie Jun 17 Daughter of Susie and Ron Savoie

Erin Peters Jun 18 Daughter of Dena and Errol Peters; Sister of Erica

Sherrell Ann Gorman Jun 20 Daughter of Charlene Gorman

Connor Patrick Shannon Jun 20 Son of Melissa Shannon

Joseph P. Traina Jun 22 Son of Cynthia and Paul Blache

Mason McStay Jun 22 Son of Donna and Ross McStay

Matthew Minton Jun 24 Son of Rebecca Minton

Paul Mills Jun 27 Son of Susan Monroe

Charles Williams 11l Jun 27 Son of Wanda Hall

Chase Anthony Jun 30 Son of Sandy and Brent Chester; Brother of Molly
Angel Anniversaries

Rennie Lee Coludrovich Jun1l Son of Lana and Rennie Lee Coludrovich, Sr.

Challing Eugene Albert Jun 2 Son of Liz and Stephen LeBlanc

Terrance J. Mascaro Jun4 Brother of Melanie Boudreaux

Kimberly Granados Jun 6 Daughter of Howard Lamy

Brian Jones Jun 6 Son of Laura Porter

Sheri Bundy Jun7 Daughter of Carita and Buddy Arnold

Jeffrey Hergert Jun?7 Son of Donald & Roxanne Hergert

Casey James Hart Jun 8 Son of Debra Hart; Step Son of Lynn Champagne

Jonathan Richard Wallace Jun9 Son of Claranecia and Stanley Wallace; Brother of Jessica

Nicholas Calcagno Jun 9 Son of Scott and Laraine Calcagno

Jessica Lynn Smith Jun 12 Daughter of Connie Smith

Charlotte McGuire Jun13 Daughter of Sara McGuire

Matthew T. Booth Jun 14 Brother of Fran Webber

Michael Troy Rognes Jun 15 Son of Alyson Carriere

Rosalie Miranda Fournett Jun 15 Daughter of Isabel Miranda-Vigne

Randall “Randy” Greg Ardon Jun 17 Son of Diane Ardon; Brother of Ryan Ardon

Chad Michael Ardoin Jun 17 Son of Judy Johnson

Julie Ann Marino Jun 18 Sister of Sharon Nami

Andre L. Sicotte Jun 18 Son of Barbara and Steven Sicotte

Amie Miller Jun 19 Daughter of Darwin and Dawn Miller

Lindsay Nichols Jun 21 Daughter of Jolene Dufrene

Caridad Rea Jun 23 Sister of Isabel Miranda-Vigne

Jeffrey Samuel Rodosta Jun 24 Son of Margie Galloway

Melissa Rein Banderet Jun 25 Daughter of Wendy and John Rein

John “Jay” Joseph Lawson V Jun 27 Son of Christi Vercher

Todd Leveritt Jun 27 Brother of Jason Leveritt

Rene Michael Ford Jun 28 Grandson of Kelly Ford

Christina Margiotta Schnell Jun 29 Daughter of Debbie Glory-Maxwell

Taylor Friloux Jun 29 Daughter of Jamie Reavis and Suzi Guerin

Phone
Friend
List

Our listeners are willing to listen, understand, and share.

504-456-8248 — Patsy Ashton, son, 24, drug overdose

504-559-2438 — Jaimie Kimball, sibling, 12, vehicle accident

504-265-0581 — William and Millie Hunton, daughter, 30, accidental overdose




